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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Northern District of California dismissed Teddy Richards’s
case against Tesla Inc. without prejudice. The court dismissed the case for failure to pay the filing fee,
failure to submit a complete and sufficient in forma pauperis application, and failure to comply with
court orders.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the case should be dismissed without prejudice because the plaintiff failed to pay the filing fee,
failed to submit a complete and sufficient in forma pauperis application, and failed to comply with court
orders.

HOLDINGS

1. A case may be dismissed without prejudice when the plaintiff fails to pay the required filing fee, fails to
submit a complete and sufficient application to proceed in forma pauperis, and fails to comply with the
court's orders.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Therefore, this case is DISMISSED without prejudice for failure to pay the filing fee, failure to submit a
complete and sufficient application to proceed in forma pauperis, and failure to comply with the orders of this
Court.” (at 18-22)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Richards repeatedly failed to provide complete and sufficient information to proceed in forma pauperis. After the
court ordered him to pay the required filing fee within 30 days, he neither paid the fee nor submitted a complete
and sufficient IFP application.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The court adopted Judge Joseph C. Spero's Report and Recommendation on September 9, 2025, and ordered
Richards to pay the filing fee within 30 days after finding that he had not provided complete and sufficient
information to proceed in forma pauperis. Richards neither paid the filing fee nor submitted a complete and
sufficient IFP application, so the court dismissed the case without prejudice.
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