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SUMMARY

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court considers a direct appeal from Miguel Padilla’s judgment of

sentence of death for three first-degree murder convictions arising from a 2005 shooting outside a

social club in Altoona, Pennsylvania. The opinion addresses the sufficiency of the evidence and claims

concerning alleged conflicts of interest, delayed appointment of counsel, consular assistance by

Mexico, diminished-capacity evidence, aggravating circumstances, and post-trial motions. The court

concludes that the evidence was sufficient and rejects the conflict-of-interest claim and the claim

concerning the delay in appointing counsel in the portion provided.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether appointed counsel had an actual conflict of interest because the public defender had initially

denied Padilla's request for appointed counsel.

2. Whether the 47-day period before appointment of counsel violated Pennsylvania Rule of Criminal

Procedure 122(A), the Sixth Amendment, or due process.

3. Whether the trial court's handling of motions filed by Padilla and the Government of Mexico violated

Article 36 of the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations.
4. Whether the evidence required a diminished-capacity jury instruction based on voluntary intoxication.

5. Whether the evidence supported the aggravating circumstances used to impose the death penalty,
including whether guilt-phase evidence could support aggravating circumstances and whether a

misdemeanor firearm offense could serve as the predicate felony.
6. Whether the trial court erred in denying Padilla's pro se and counseled post-trial motions.

7. Whether the death sentence was the product of passion, prejudice, or another arbitrary factor or lacked

evidentiary support for at least one aggravating circumstance.

HOLDINGS

1. A public defender's initial determination that a defendant was ineligible for appointed counsel does not,
without evidence that counsel actively represented conflicting interests and that the conflict adversely
affected performance, establish an actual conflict of interest when the public defender later represents
the defendant.

2. The 47-day period between arrest and appointment of counsel did not violate Pennsylvania Rule of
Criminal Procedure 122(A), the Sixth Amendment, or due process.

3. The trial court did not violate Article 36 of the Vienna Convention by applying Pennsylvania's
procedural rules against hybrid representation and declining to permit the Mexican consulate to litigate
on Padilla's behalf.

4. The trial court properly instructed the jury that the evidence did not support reducing first-degree murder
to third-degree murder based solely on voluntary intoxication, while permitting the jury to consider
alcohol and drug evidence in determining whether the Commonwealth proved specific intent beyond a

reasonable doubt.

5. The evidence was sufficient to establish beyond a reasonable doubt that Padilla unlawfully killed the

three victims, was responsible for their deaths, and acted with malice and specific intent to kill.

6. The challenge to the aggravating circumstances did not warrant relief on direct appeal. The stipulation

supplied sufficient evidence for review of the felony-murder aggravator, and any challenge to counsel's



stipulation or the lack of a colloquy sounded in ineffective assistance and was deferred to collateral

review.

7. The death sentences were not the product of passion, prejudice, or another arbitrary factor, and the

evidence supported at least one aggravating circumstance.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Article 36 does not guarantee defendants any assistance at all. The provision secures only a right of foreign
nationals to have their consulate informed of their arrest or detention — not to have their consulate intervene,

or to have law enforcement authorities cease their investigation pending any such notice or intervention.” (80
A.3d at 1259-60)

“We have absolutely no inclination to extend the legal definition of the term “critical stage” to encompass the
entirety of the ten-day period following a preliminary arraignment on a first-degree murder charge,

irrespective of particular circumstances or events that actually occur, judicially or otherwise, relative to the
case during that time.” (80 A.3d at 1263)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

In the early morning of August 28, 2005, after being denied admission to a private social club in Altoona, Padilla
fatally shot three men outside the club. Witnesses saw him retrieve a firearm, approach and shoot two victims
repeatedly, and fire additional shots that killed a bystander. Police apprehended him shortly afterward, recovered
the firearm and property linking it to him, and detected gunshot residue on his hands. At trial, the defense

conceded that Padilla shot the victims and argued diminished capacity based on alcohol and marijuana use.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

A Blair County jury convicted Padilla of three counts of first-degree murder and related offenses and returned
death sentences after finding three aggravating and three mitigating circumstances. The trial court imposed the
death sentences on February 1, 2007. The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania directly reviewed the convictions and

death sentences, including the statutory review required by 42 Pa.C.S. § 9711(h)(3).
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