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SUMMARY

The Texas Court of Appeals for the Second District dismissed Bates’s appeal for want of jurisdiction.
The court held that the notice of appeal was filed after the applicable deadline and that Bates did not
provide a reasonable explanation for the late filing.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Bates appealed from a final summary judgment in favor of Citibank.
The court of appeals dismissed the appeal for want of jurisdiction
because the notice of appeal was filed late and Bates did not provide a
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the court of appeals had jurisdiction over an appeal when the notice of appeal was filed after
the applicable deadline and the appellant failed to provide a reasonable explanation for the delay.

HOLDINGS

1. The court lacked jurisdiction because Bates's notice of appeal was not timely filed and he did not
provide a reasonable explanation that would permit the late filing to be accepted.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We dismiss the appeal for want of jurisdiction.” (at 1)

“Accordingly, we dismiss the appeal for want of jurisdiction.” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The trial court signed a final summary judgment in Citibank's favor on August 26, 2008. Bates timely filed a
motion for new trial, but filed his notice of appeal on December 3, 2008, after the November 24, 2008 deadline.
He did not respond to the appellate court's request for a reasonable explanation for the late filing.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The County Court at Law No. 3 of Tarrant County signed final summary judgment for Citibank on August 26,
2008. Bates timely filed a motion for new trial on September 16, 2008, making November 24, 2008 the deadline
for his notice of appeal. He filed the notice on December 3, 2008. After the court notified him of the
jurisdictional defect and allowed an opportunity to show a reasonable explanation for the delay, Bates filed no
response.
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