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SUMMARY

The Louisiana Court of Appeal, Third Circuit, held that Jason Allen’s claims against Lafayette General
Medical Center were governed by the Louisiana Medical Malpractice Act rather than the Emergency
Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act. Because Allen had not first submitted his claims to a
medical review panel, the court affirmed the trial court’s judgment sustaining the exception of
prematurity. The court also concluded that the hospital had stabilized Allen’s emergency medical
condition before discharge.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff appealed the district court's judgment sustaining the defendant
hospital's dilatory exception of prematurity and dismissing the claims
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STANDARD OF REVIEW De novo review applies because whether the claims sound under
EMTALA, the Louisiana Medical Malpractice Act, or both presents a
question of law.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Allen's claims alleging that Lafayette General failed to stabilize him before discharge were
EMTALA claims that could proceed without prior review by a medical review panel.

2. Whether Allen's claims sounded in medical malpractice under the Louisiana Medical Malpractice Act
and therefore were premature because no medical review panel had reviewed them.

3. Whether the trial court properly considered evidence beyond the petition when ruling on the exception
of prematurity.

HOLDINGS

1. Allen's claims did not sound in EMTALA because the evidence showed that Lafayette General admitted
him in good faith, treated him as an inpatient, and stabilized his emergency medical condition before
discharge.

2. Allen's claims alleged medical malpractice governed by the Louisiana Medical Malpractice Act.

3. Because Lafayette General was a qualified health-care provider and Allen did not submit his claims to a
medical review panel before filing suit, the claims were premature and the trial court properly sustained
the exception of prematurity.

4. When evidence is admitted at the hearing on an exception of prematurity, the court decides the exception
based on the evidence presented rather than solely on the petition's allegations.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We hold that they are and that Plaintiff was required to submit his claims to a medical review panel prior to
filing this instant action.” (1)

“EMTALA requires only that a hospital stabilize an individual’s emergency medical condition; it does not
require a hospital to cure the condition.” (7)

“We hold that Allen’s claims allege medical malpractice.” (9)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Allen was injured in a January 18, 2023 motor-vehicle collision and was transported to Lafayette General, where
he received imaging, testing, and treatment for approximately three days. He was admitted, treated for his
injuries, and discharged after his hemopneumothorax showed resolution, his rib fractures were deemed non-
operative, and his planned wrist surgery was arranged for the following week; his discharge was delayed by one
day after a decrease in oxygen saturation. After returning home, Allen was transported to Terrebonne General,
where he underwent additional procedures, and he later sued Lafayette General alleging that it failed to stabilize
his emergency medical condition under EMTALA.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY



Allen sued Lafayette General alleging, among other things, that the hospital violated EMTALA by failing to
stabilize him before discharge. Lafayette General introduced evidence of its qualified-health-care-provider status
and Allen's medical records, then filed an exception of prematurity. The Fifteenth Judicial District Court for
Lafayette Parish sustained the exception and dismissed Allen's claims, and the Louisiana Court of Appeal, Third
Circuit, affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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